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Village 
looks to 
kick start 
district
Offi cials may lower 
base value to help 
overcome decrease
By Bethe Croy
STAFF WRITER
 The Twin Lakes Village Board 
discussed the $9 million drop in 
value of the village’s tax incremen-
tal fi nancing district in their regular 
board meeting Monday.
 The district, used as a fi nancing 
tool for communities to build and 
develop, was created in 2007. With 
the issues the economy faced in 
2008, the district’s property value 
has dropped by about 17 percent and 
is not generating tax revenue for the 
district.
 Dawn Gunderson, senior munic-
ipal advisor and vice president of 
Ehlers and Associates, said read-
justing the base value would take 
the district from $55 million to $43 
million.
 If the village were to do nothing, 
assuming no new growth in the dis-
trict, they would clear the $9 million 
decrease just before 2035, Gunder-
son said, but would see another $2.7 
in expenditures. 
 If the village adjusts the base, 
however, it could start to see tax rev-
enue once again as early as the next 
fi scal year.
 The issue becomes whether or 
not the state evaluation this year 
will show an increase as offi cials 
are hoping, or if it will unexpectedly 
drop, which could cause problems.

 “We wouldn’t want to proceed 
with this if it were to go down 
again,” Gunderson said.
 The last evaluation was done in 
2012 right after the recession, so 
they are expecting growth in the 
upcoming evaluations this August, 
Village Administrator Jennifer Fred-
erick said.
 The favorite option of the board 
thus far, and recommended by Gun-
derson, is to make deals with future 
contractors to cover costs and help 
overcome the drop in value.
 “I think the timing to do it is cru-
cial now with these numbers,” Gun-
derson said.
 The Village Board plans to revisit 
the discussion when more informa-
tion becomes available.

Other business
 In other news Monday, the board: 
 • Approved a revised wage 
schedule, raising the wages of pub-
lic works and wastewater sector 
workers by 1 percent and granting a 
$440 bonus to police union employ-
ees effective July 1; 
 • Approved a request by a res-
ident to land a seaplane on Lake 
Mary for the season’s Movies in the 
Park fi nale; and
 • Approved a motion to use vil-
lage funds to pay for fl owers or gifts 
for village employees. 
 “It shows a little bit of appreci-
ation,” Vicky Skinner, village resi-
dent, said. 
 The village approved up to $50 
to be used for the death of a village 
employee’s immediate family mem-
ber, a deceased, ill or hospitalized 
former village employee, commit-
tee or commission member or the 
retirement celebration of a village 
employee.
 Up to $100 can be used in the 
case of a deceased, ill or hospital-
ized current employee or elected 
offi cial of the village. 

“ 

We wouldn’t 
want to proceed 
with this if it were to 
go down again.” 

– Dawn Gunderson, 
village consultant
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DAIRY BREAKFAST: 
Herda Farms will host the 
34th annual Kenosha County 
Farm Breakfast on Saturday. 
 The farm is at 4602 
Highway 83, Burlington. The 
breakfast runs from 6:30 to 
10:30 a.m. and costs $6 per 
person. There is no charge for 
children 6 and younger
 With a big breakfast and 
a wide variety of animals to 
meet, there will be plenty to 
keep visitors entertained. 
 The breakfast will serve a 
purpose beyond having fun, 
however, and that is educating 
the public, said Rachael 
Crane, a member of the 
Kenosha County Dairy Team. 
 Crane, who is also 
breakfast host Ben Herda’s 
sister, said the event is fun for 
kids to come see the animals, 
but this serves as more of an 
informative experience.
 “It gives people an 
opportunity to come out and 
see where their food comes 
from,” Crane said. 
 New to the event this year 
is a tent called “Agriculture in 
Action.” It will have booths 
with various agriculture 
professionals to answer 
questions. 
 “When people think of 
agriculture, they think of a 
farmer milking a cow,” Crane 
said. “There are so many other 
industries that touch that we 
do.” 

FLAPJACKS FOR DAD: 
American Legion Post 544 is 
sponsoring an all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, 
Father’s Day, at St. John the 
Evangelist Community Hall 
in Twin Lakes from 7 a.m. to 
noon.
 Ticket at the door are $7 for 
adults; advance tickets are $6 
for adults. Tickets for children 
5 to 12 are $4; children 5 and 
younger eat free.
 Advance tickets are on sale 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Richter’s Marketplace in 
Twin Lakes after the 10 a.m. 
Sunday Mass at St. John’s.
 Proceeds from the 
breakfast will help support the 
“Four Pillars” of the Legion 
and Auxiliary: Veterans and 
Rehabilitation, Children and 
Youth, Americanism and 
National Security.

RIPE FOR PICKING: 
Area strawberry farms work 
hard to make the most of 
the brief harvest season 
each year. – Section 2

KISS THE SKY: Wilmot’s 
Wyatt Heckel recently had 
a banner day in the pole 
vault competition at the 
WIAA state track meet.  
  – Page 7

BUSINESS

SPORTS

OBITUARIES: The 
following death notices can 
be found inside:

• BERNADINE G. BIENIEK, 85
• GREGORY M. HUDON, 60
• GLORIA J. MELSON, 69
• HELMUT PLEUGER, 81
• FRANK L. ZEMBAL, 72

– Page 5

WIAA STATE SOFTBALL CHAMPS

By Dan Truttschel
CORRESPONDENT
 A fourth straight WIAA Division 1 State 
Tournament berth and the title two years ago already 
put the Westosha Central softball team among the 
elite programs.
 The Falcons’ 3-0 win Saturday night over 
Watertown in the fi nals fi rmly etched their name in 
stone.
 Central, the top-ranked team in the state heading 
into the post-season, escaped in the quarterfi nals 
over Chippewa Falls and ran roughshod over Bay 
Port in the semifi nals before it put the fi nishing 
touches on another championship season at 
Goodman Stadium, Madison.
  For co-head coach Tom Lampe, who is joined by 
his wife, Konnie, the second title is just an extension 
of what both felt the program could become when 
they took over fi ve years ago.
 “Not trying to sound cocky or conceited (but) 
that was the vision from day one,” Lampe said. “We 
always felt the talent was out there, and not just at 
Central, but throughout this area.
 “There is a great non-high school support system 

“
 

When we started, we said, 
‘This is the community’s team 
and we were the caretakers.’ That 
hasn’t changed. Our success is the 
product of a whole lot of people, and 
it’s the result of working together.” 

– Coach Tom Lampe

out there, and it has always been in place here (at 
Central). It just needed to be unleashed.”
 Lampe added that once the girls in the program 
began to see they could not only hang with but beat 
the top teams in the state, the momentum just built.
 “When we started, we said, ‘This is the 
community’s team and we were the caretakers,’” 
Lampe said. “That hasn’t changed. Our success is 
the product of a whole lot of people, and it’s the 
result of working together.”
 The second championship in three years also 
helps the argument that the Southern Lakes 
Conference is elite among state softball leagues.
 Lampe certainly won’t argue, and he says the 
facts are there to back it up.
 The SLC has been represented in the state 
fi nals four of the last fi ve years and has three 
championships to its credit. In addition, the 
conference has won the area’s sectional at least the 
last six years, and in the last four, the fi nal pitted two 
SLC teams.
 “The only reason we don’t see more success as a 
conference is that we are all in the same sectional, 
and we knock each other out,” Lampe said. 
 “Wilmot and Union Grove have both been state-
worthy teams the last few seasons. We’ve just 
gotten the best of them. It’s my hope that some sort 
of realignment (of the sectional) could take place 
to show how really powerful this conference in 
particular and this part of the state in general has 
become.”
 Having to battle the rest of the conference and a 
challenging non-conference schedule both played 
roles in this year’s title, Lampe said.
 “Any time you’ve been in that situation and been 
successful, it allows you to draw from a positive 
experience,” Lampe said. “We’ve been fortunate to 
play in such a tough conference.
 “Not only is it a battle every time out against 
Wilmot and Union Grove, but there are several other 
teams that we have to bring our ‘A’ game to beat as 
well.”
 So what do the Lampes, their assistants and the 

Just call it a 

DYNASTY
Westosha team reigns as state’s best 

EARLENE FREDERICK The Report

 The joy of winning a state championship is 
written all over the faces of Carrie Weiss (left) 
and Katie Holmstrom during Monday’s parade.

EARLENE FREDERICK The Report

 Westosha Central players Sarai Roberts (left) and Chyanne Onstad acknowledge the crowd 
Monday during a parade honoring the state championship team.

See STATE CHAMPS, Back Page
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PHOTO SUBMITTED Times/Reporter

Moving on up
 Students from Fontana Elementary gather following eighth grade recognition as they prepare 

to move on up to the high school next year. Pictured above are: Christian Karabas (front row, 

left), Harry Melges, Makayla Romanyk (middle row, left), Grace Fiorillo, Stephanie Dace, Eduardo 

Cruz, Isabel Lundin, Austin Smith, Skyler Parmelee, Tessa Franklin (back row, left), Ava Doubek, Ka-

tie Chalchoff, Eli Hibl, Jalin DeLeon, Nicholas Freymiller, Austin Courier, Gavin Brogan and Daney 

Lucius.
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OBITUARIES:  The 

following local death notices 

can be found inside:

• GILBERT ERICKSON, 101

• RANDY S. FIREHAMMER, 55

• MICHAEL GARRETT, 75

• JOHN JAROSZ, 77

• THOMAS A LOTHIAN II, 86

• CHERYL J. SPOTZ, 68
– Page 4

FONTANA MARKET: The 

Fontana Farm Market kicks off 

its season next Saturday, June 

6, in the Porter Court Plaza in 

Fontana. The farm market is 

held from 8 a.m. to noon.

PICKLEBALL TIMES: The 

Big Foot Recreation District 

is changing its Pickleball open 

gym times from 6-8 p.m. on 

Wednesdays, to 6-8 p.m. on 

Tuesdays in the East Gym 

of Big Foot High School, 

401 Devils Ln., Walworth. 

The games are intended for 

participants 16 and older 

and a Fitness Center ID or 

“Pickleball Only” ID card is 

required to play. For more 

information, call the recreation 

district at (262) 275-2117.

MOVIE NIGHT: The Big 

Foot Recreation District is 

kicking off its summer movie 

series “Movie Under the Stars” 

at 8:30 p.m. on June 13 on on 

Fontana Beach. Concessions 

are available at the movie 

nights and admission is $1. 

The recreation district will hold 

additional “Movie Under the 

Stars” nights June 27, July 11, 

July 18, Aug. 1 and Aug. 18. 

For more information, contact 

the recreation district at (262) 

275-2117.

BIG FOOT BIKE RIDE: 
The McHenry County Bicycle 

Club is inviting people to join 

them on a 27-32 mile bike ride 

on June 13 with a stop at the 

Coffee Cup in Sharon. The 

ride kicks off at 8:30 a.m. in 

Devils Lane Park in Walworth. 

Helmets are required. For more 

information, contact the Big 

Foot Recreation District at 

(262) 275-2117.

KITE WORKSHOP: The 

Big Foot Recreation District 

is hosting a kite workshop at 

10 a.m. on June 19 at Big Foot 

High School, 401 Devils Ln., 

Walworth. In the workshop, 

participants will learn how to 

build a kite and test it out. For 

$10, materials are provided 

and participants can take their 

kite home. To register, visit 

bigfootrecreation.org.

205655

Big Foot Lions 
to host food 
drive June 13
 The Big Foot Lion’s Club is con-

ducting a fundraiser and food drive 

for the Big Foot Emergency Food 

Pantry on Saturday, June 13.

 The club will be working in con-

junction with Daniels Sentry Foods 

in Walworth, 681 Kenosha St., to 

gather non-perishable food item and 

monetary donations, all of which 

will be donated to the food pantry.

 The food drive and fundraiser 

will take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at Daniels Sentry Foods on June 13.

 “The Lion’s motto is ‘We Serve,’” 

Bill Grunow of the Big Foot Lion’s 

Club said in a press release.

 “Come help us in serving area 

families that struggle to put food on 

the table and to feed their families.”

 To learn more about the Big Foot 

Lion’s Club, the various groups it 

has supported in the past through its 

efforts and upcoming events, visit 

bigfootlionsclub.org.

County to apply for grant for 

Sharon’s Peters Road Bridge
Money from grant could replace bridge, Town of Sharon to cover cost of application

By Kellen Olshefski

EDITOR

 The Walworth County Public 

Works Committee voted in favor 

May 18 of submitting an application 

for a grant that would help to replace 

the Town of Sharon’s Peters Road 

Bridge.
 The bridge, which crosses over 

the Wisconsin Southern Railroad 

tracks, was closed July 24, 2014, to 

all foot and vehicle traffic after being 

deemed unsafe by both Walworth 

County and the State of Wisconsin 

Railroad Commission. The bridge 

is closed for an undefined amount 

of time, as the Town of Sharon does 

not have the funds to fix the unsafe 

bridge and the railroad claims it does 

not own the bridge and will not pay 

to replace or repair it.

  Residents of the Town of Sha-

ron were distraught over the closing 

of the bridge, as they claimed it’s 

not only land-locked them from the 

north, but also put them in potential 

danger. 
 Walworth County Director of 

Central Services Kevin Brunner told 

committee members on May 18 at 

this time, the best step the county can 

take is to apply for funding under the 

local bridge improvement program 

through the Wisconsin Department 

of Transportation.

 Brunner said in talking with the 

DOT, it was determined it would be 

better for the county to apply for the 

grant as it’s a state bridge and the 

Town of Sharon doesn’t have any 

ownership in the bridge.

 “At this point it appears it would 

be best for the county to apply and 

work with the town on that applica-

tion,” he said.

 Brunner said application of the 

grant would be subject to an agree-

ment, or memorandum of under-

standing, between the county and 

Town of Sharon, something the 

county would need to negotiate and 

have in place before actually submit-

ting the application.

 Brunner said under the agreement, 

he would like to see the town pay 

any costs associated with the appli-

cation, that the Highway DD bridge 

over Sugar Creek (which the county 

recently approved for application) 

would take priority over the Peters 

Road Bridge and that the town would 

assume ownership of the bridge at 

some point after replacement.

 Town of Sharon Board Chairman 

Rich Brandl, who previously served 

on the County Board of Supervisors, 

said May 18 said he thinks they’ve 

come to an agreement with Patrick 

Engineering on the cost of engineer-

ing that would have to go into the 

application, something the town is 

willing to pay.

 In regards to Brunner’s stipula-

tions, Brandl said neither he nor the 

town doesn’t have a problem with 

assuming ownership or paying appli-

cation costs, however they do have a 

problem with being placed at a lower 

priority.
 “Our bridge is closed by order of 

the Railroad Commission and Di-

rector of Public Works for Walworth 

County,” he said. “I understand 

Highway DD is a county road, but 

obviously it’s serviceable because 

the bridge is not closed yet.

 Brandl said it’s his understanding 

that even if the project is accepted, 

the Peters Road Bridge will remain 

closed as money through the grant 

Honoring the fallen
 Above: Big Foot High School’s Dakota Sam-

mons plays, “Taps,” on his trumpet during 

Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony in Walworth 

Cemetery. The annual ceremonies kicked off at 

about 9:45 a.m. with the parade that ended at 

the cemetery.

 This year’s ceremony was planned in remem-

brance of World War II Airman and prisoner of 

war Henry Abelmann of Fontana who was shot 

down 10 miles from the English Channel while 

on a bombing mission with the 447th Heavy 

Bomber Group.

 Upper left: Poppy Princess Lizzie Olson dec-

orates the white crosses in Walworth Cemetery 

with poppies while Peter Kahl reads the names 

of the war dead. 

 At left: Ron Nordmeyer (from left), Larry 

Feltham, Nick Migala, Mike Long and Bob Ste-

venson represented their respective branches 

of the United States Armed Forces as they car-

ry out a twenty-one gun salute in honor of fall-

en soldiers. 
Photos by PENNY GRUETZMACHER Times/Reporter

See SHARON BRIDGE, Page 3

LIFESTYLE

THE GREATEST GIFT: 
Jessica Harris (left) donat-

ed a kidney to her father, 

Dr. Dennis Vincent … and 

the school she works for 

stepped up, too. – Page 7

By Kellen OlshefskiEDITOR
 Sunset Park will again play host to Elkhorn’s Star Spangled Celebra-tion beginning at 5 p.m. this Friday, July 3.

 Sponsored by the City of Elkhorn and hosted by the Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce, with help from Elkhorn 4-H and Elkhorn FFA, the event will feature a musical per-formance by the Holton Elkhorn Band at 7:30 p.m. in the city’s his-toric band shell, concessions of all kinds available at various locations in the park and fi reworks beginning at dusk.
 With the pool opening this past Monday, City of Elkhorn Parks and Recreation Director Wendy Meyer said the pool might additionally be open later on Friday night, allow-ing patrons to soak in the evening’s festivities while soaking in the new 

pool. Meyer additionally noted the pool will have concessions, in ad-dition to those provided by Elkhorn 4-H, Elkhorn FFA and the Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce. For more information on Friday’s festivities, contact the chamber at (262) 723-5788.

Fireworks law In promoting a safe holiday weekend, residents are reminded to keep fi reworks law and safety pre-cautions in mind. Under Wiscsonsin State Statute 167.10, anything manufactured, processed or packaged for the sole purpose of exploding, emitting sparks or combustion is considered illegal without proper permit from the municipality. However, the statute grants ex-ceptions for toy snakes not contain-ing mercury, cone and cylindrical 

fountains and novelty devices that spin or move on the ground. The statute also exempts sparklers less than 36 inches in length, devices used to create audible and/or visual effects, smoke bombs and confetti poppers, providing they have less than one-quarter grain of explosive mixture.
 Adults should always supervise fi reworks use if children are permit-ted to use it and residents should be cognizant of neighbors and always have water readily available in the event it is needed.
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DEER ROB: Milwaukee Brewers slugger Rob Deer, who played  in the 1980s, re-cently stopped by Elkhorn for a baseball camp. – Page 7

SUMMER FUN: The First Evangelical Lutheran Church and School of Elkhorn is hosting a Summer Celebration in conjunction with Friday’s July 4 celebrations in Sunset Park. City residents are invited to come take a tour of the church and school, enjoy a cookout, play games and more from 5-8 p.m. at the school, 415 S. Devendorf St. For more information, contact the church at (262) 723-4191.RUN IN THE SUN: St. Patrick Parish in Elkhorn is hosting its 5K Run in the Sun and 1-mile fun run at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 18, at St. Patrick School, 534 Sunset Dr., Elkhorn. Registration includes a free t-shirt. For more information, visit stpatrickselkhorn.org. 
OUTDOOR MASS: Following their Run in the Sun 5K walk/run on Saturday July 18, St. Patrick Catholic Parish will be hosting a bilingual outdoor mass at 4 p.m. at St. Patrick Parish School, 534 Sunset Dr. Everyone is welcome. Following the mass, the church will be hosting a grill and taco bar from 5-8 p.m., featuring tacos, nachos, burgers, hot dogs and barbecue pork. The July 18 event will feature games, auctions, live music and a raffl e with a $5,000 grand prize. For more information, visit stpatrickselkhorn.org.HOLTON BAND: Performances by the Holton Elkhorn Band will continue through July 17 in Elkhorn’s Sunset Park. Performances are held at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays in the historic Sunset Park Bandshell, 200 Devendorf St., Elkhorn. Admission is free and residents are encouraged to bring a blanket or chairs for seating.

SPORTS

A FAMILY AFFAIR: A local family bonds through the annual Military Kids Univer-sity in Madison. – Page 8
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KELLEN OLSHEFSKI Elkhorn Independent

 Signs and construction equipment occupy East Walworth Street 

in front of Jackson Elementary Monday afternoon after crews be-

gan work on sewer and water mains located beneath the street. The 

street is among several that will receive much-needed repairs over 

the course of the summer.

FILE PHOTO Elkhorn Independent
 Right: Fireworks erupt over Elkhorn’s Sunset Park in 2013. This year’s fi reworks will be held at dusk on Friday, July 3, as part of the annual Star-Span-gled Celebration in Sunset Park.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Elkhorn Independent
A long-awaited opening Top: Residents take in a little sun and water at Elkhorn’s new 

Sunset Pool when it opened on Monday. Unfortunately, weath-

er closed the pool for the rest of the day about mid-day. A rib-

bon-cutting ceremony is slated for 5:30 p.m. tonight, Thursday, 

July 2, and free two-day passes will be available for all residents 

in attendance. Above: Children enjoy one of the new features of the pool, a 

geyser in the zero-depth entry end of the swimming facility, as 

Monday’s storms roll in. At left: A couple of young pool goers take a break from swim-

ming to show their appreciation for the new swimming facility.

By Kellen OlshefskiEDITOR
 Crews from Payne & Dolan, Inc., kicked off work on the city’s 2015 Elkhorn streets projects Monday on East Walworth Street. City Engineer Paul Vanhenkelum said Monday crews are aiming to work on sewer and water mains on East Walworth Street over the next two weeks, aiming to at least have things cleaned up for the upcoming holiday weekend. Vanhenkelum said from there they look to complete sewer and water repairs on Sunset Drive and Second Avenue. Upon completion of the under-ground work, Vanhenkelum said crews will come back to mill the entire street, removing the existing pavement and then beginning work on curbs and gutters. He said this work will likely continue through 

about Aug. 1. Beginning in August, Vanhen-kelum said crews will begin re-pav-ing the city streets. Van Henkelum said prior to start-ing on East Walworth Street, crews spoke with residents to inform them of the upcoming construction on their road, something he said crews intend to do with other streets in-cluded in the project. Streets included in the 2015 streets projects include East Wal-worth Street, Hazelridge Road, Sun-set Drive, Second Avenue, Monica Drive, Maria Drive and West Mar-ket Street.
 According to notifi cation pro-vided to residents, no detours are expected during the project, though there might be times residents will need to move their vehicles to an adjacent street when work is being done in front of their property.

Street projects kick offCrews to begin with utility work, follow with roadwork

Star Spangled Celebration set for this Friday
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EAST TROY NEWS
Your hometown paper since 1893

OBITUArIEs: Information 
on the following local 
obituary can be found inside:
• HELEN M. GEHL, 94
• PATRICIA J. KEHL, 57
• SANDRA KITTLE-KOZAK, 80

– Page 4

COnGrATULATIOns! 
The staff at the East Troy 
News wishes the East Troy 
High School Class of 2015 
all the best in their future 
endeavors.

BLOOd drIVEs sET:
The BloodCenter of Wisconsin 
will host two blood drives in 
Elkhorn on Friday, June 12. 
The first one will take place 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at Aurora Lakeland Medical 
Center, W3985 County Road 
NN, and the second one will 
take place from 12:30 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. at Elkhorn High 
School, 482 E. Geneva St. For 
an appointment, call (877) 232-
4376 or visit www.bcw.edu.

FArMErs MArKET:
The East Troy Farmers Market 
will take place from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Friday, June 12 at its 
original location on the East 
Troy Historic Village Square. 
Sponsored by the East Troy 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
For information, call (262) 
642-3770 or visit www.
easttroywi.org.

ArTs & CrAFTs FAIr:
The East Troy Woman’s Club 
will hold its annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair on the Historic 
Village Square on Saturday, 
June 13 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The fair will feature many 
new and talented art and 
craft vendors along with the 
member’s famous barbecue 
sandwiches, brats, hot dogs, 
walking tacos, and homemade 
bakery. The 4-H club will be 
selling beverages.

GOOdBYE sEnIOrs:
East Troy High School will 
hold its graduation ceremony 
on Sunday, June 14 at 1 p.m. at 
the school, 3128 Graydon Ave., 
in gym 3. For information, visit 
www.easttroy.k12.wi.us
.sTrIKE UP THE BAnd:
The East Troy Community 
Band returns on Thursday, 
June 18 at 7:30 p.m. with free 
concerts on the Historic Village 
Square on Thursday nights in 
the summer. Attendees should 
bring their own lawn chair. 
For information, visit www.
easttroywi.org.

CYCLInG CLAssIC:
The East Troy Cycling Classic 
returns on Friday, June 19 from 
11:15 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the 
Historic Village Square. The 
largest competitive cycling 
event in the U.S., the Tour of 
America’s Dairyland will make 
another stop in East Troy as 
part of the 11-day race series. 
For information, call (262) 
642-3770.
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Man dead after abducting 
woman from area Walmart
She escaped captor at Eau Claire gas station

 A “heartbroken” 24-year-old 
Burlington man killed himself while 
fleeing from police Monday after 
allegedly abducting a woman from a 
Walmart in Mukwonago, according 
to authorities in Eau Claire.
 The suspect, Mitchell F. Owens, 
24, was found dead Tuesday in a 
wooded area near Eau Claire from 
what appeared to be a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound.
 According to WEAU.com, 
court records filed Tuesday in Eau 
Claire show Owens told the former 
co-worker he abducted outside 
the Walmart in Mukwonago that 
she had broken his heart and the 
kidnapping was the only way they 
could be together.
 The criminal complaint filed 
against Owens also contends 
the victim told investigators she 

r e c o g n i z e d 
Owens as a 
former co-
worker when he 
walked up to her 
Monday about 
3 a.m. outside 
the Walmart 
and ordered her 
into his car at 
gunpoint.
 At a news 
conference Tuesday afternoon, Eau 
Claire County Sheriff Ron Cramer 
confirmed Owens was found dead 
in a wooded area about a half a 
mile from Zion Lutheran Church in 
Fall Creek, WEAU.com reported. 
Cramer said Owens took his own 
life. A rifle was found next to his 
body.
 According to the report, law 

enforcement on the scene heard 
a gunshot at 1:30 p.m. Monday. 
Crews spent the remainder of 
Monday evening and into Tuesday, 
searching the area. The sheriff told 
those at the press conference the 
department was cautious about 
entering the wooded area because 
they were concerned Owens could 
be waiting for them. About 200 law 
enforcement personnel participated 
in the search.
 Several residents in the area were 
forced to evacuate while police 
searched for Owens.

Walmart abduction
 Village of Mukwonago Police 
Chief Kevin Schmidt said Monday 
the 21-year-old woman who was 
abducted escaped on her own at an 
Eau Claire gas station and is safe.

 Schmidt initially said police 
weren’t releasing the name of the 
victim because they weren’t sure if 
all her family members had been 
notified.
 “We don’t want them to hear it on 
the radio,” he said.
 Schmidt said it was sometime 
after 3 a.m. Monday morning when 
other Walmart employees became 
concerned about the victim’s 
whereabouts.
 “Apparently she took a break 
at about 3 a.m. or so and after that 
they couldn’t find her,” Schmidt 
said. “Store personnel checked 
surveillance cameras after paging 
her and not being able to find her. 
They saw a silver, four-door car on 
the tape and a male got out. He was 

deadlock broken
School Board appoints member, elects officer
By Tracy Ouellette
EDITOR
 The East Troy School Board was 
finally able to agree about the open 
board seat and lack of officers at a 
special meeting June 4.
 The meeting came about when 
board members found out late last 
week the pending referendum bond 
to build the new elementary school 
and make improvements at other 

district facilities has to be signed 
by the School Board president. 
The board has been operating as a 
four-member board without officers 
since last month because the board 
members couldn’t agree on whom 
to appoint to the open seat that was 
left when the term Brian Wexler 
was filling out expired on the third 
Tuesday in April.
 After deadlocking on multiple 

motions to appoint someone to the 
open seat over the last two months, 
the board members were able to 
work out a compromise and get 
things in order to so the referendum 
money the community voted to give 
the district could be spent on the 
new school and facility improve-
ments.
 In a motion that surprised many 
in the audience, board member 

Dawn Buchholtz proposed the 
board go back to “about a year ago” 
with the officer positions with Ted 
Zess as president, Buchholtz as 
vice-president, Martha Bresler as 
treasurer and former board member 
Mike Zei be appointed the clerk.
 The motion was amended to ap-
point Zei to the open seat on the 

Mitchell f. Owens

See deadlock, Page 2

See abduction, Page 2

PHOTOS By ROBERT MISCHKA East Troy News

 Clockwise from top: East Troy High School’s Hope Schneider 
takes second in the high jump at the Wisconsin interscholas-
tic athletic association division 2 State Meet in Madison last 
weekend; Miles Kilpin places fifth in the discus; and Charlie 
Kutschenreuter and 3,200-meter relay teammates jake remza, 
Evan Harding and Nathan Nguyen finish fourth. See Page 6 for 
more photos and full coverage of the meet.
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like sister: Union 
grove’s Alex goodrich fin-
ished ninth in the 300 hur-
dles at last weekend’s state 
track tournament. Check 
out how she will alter her 
workout regimen this sum-
mer.  – Page 7

inside:
community ............... Page 3
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People....................... Page 9
classifieds ............ section 2
Real estate ........... section 2

FArMers MArket: 
Union Grove is counting 
down to the fifth season of the 
Union Grove Farmers Market, 
to be held every Tuesday 
through Oct. 13. Vendors and 
crafters are welcome.
 For details, call Cindy 
Ryan, Farmers Market mgr., 
(262) 617-9922 or visit www.
uniongrovechamber.org.

krAUt MUsiC Fest: 
Kraut fest is June 18-21 
at Mt. Pleasant-Caledonia 
Park, 9614 Northwestern 
Ave. (Hwy. K), Franksville. 
General admission is $8. The 
fest will highlight 30 bands. 
Thursday is bike night. Fest 
opens at 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
is fireworks.
 For details, call (262) 898-
7900, www.krautmusicfest.
com

JUlY 4tH PArAde: 
“This Land is Your Land” 
is the theme of the 2015 
Independence Day parade in 
Union Grove, stepping off 
Saturday, July 4, at 9:15 a.m.
 For details, call 878-4606, 
www.uniongrovechamber.org. 

FOUrtH Fest: Raymond 
Community Business 
Organization’s festival events 
begin July 3, with a 5 p.m., 
car show, live music 7:30-
11:30 p.m., and more, on the 
grounds at Hwy. U (76th St.) 
between hwys. K and G, in 
Raymond.  
 Fireworks start at 9:30 p.m. 
July 4.
 For details, call www.
rboonline.org or rcbo@
rcboonline.org.

deAtHs: The following 
local obituaries can be found 
inside:
• RObeRt b. aLDRich, 81
• RObeRt D. baiLeY, 60
• haZeL JOhNsON-PaePke, 98
  – Page 5

risinG ABOVe: Waterford 
High School senior Laura 
vacek defeats the challenges 
of cancer on the basketball 
court. – Page 11
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Heaven isn’t any such 
thing in Yorkville incident
 Numerous arrests were made June 7 in an 
incident at Homerun Heaven in Yorkville.
 The sports center/event venue was hosting 
a rodeo and concert when the Racine County 
Communications Center received a complaint 
of loud music at about 5:30 p.m., according 
to a Racine County Sheriff’s Department 
release.
 Deputies responded and spoke with 
management about the loud music, and it was 
determined that the facility had a permit.
 However, the communications center 
received another call at 7:30 p.m. The caller 
stated that a man had assaulted a security 
guard at the center.
 When deputies arrived, they learned there 
were multiple fights in progress. Ten Racine 
County Sheriff’s squads, four Mount Pleasant 
police squads, two Sturtevant police squads 
and one Wisconsin State trooper responded to 
maintain order.
 Two private security guards were injured, 
with one taken to the hospital by rescue 
personnel. No law enforcement personnel 
were injured, and five patrons were arrested 
and taken to the Racine County Jail.
 About an hour after the second call, the 
communications center received a report of a 
rollover crash on northbound I-94. The State 
Patrol handed the accident, and a preliminary 
investigation showed the crash involved 
patrons from the event.
 Authorities said they believe alcohol was a 
contributing factor in the accident.

A clear ‘no’: Waterford 
denies proposed gravel pit
By Dave Fidlin
cORResPONDeNt
 In a stark juxtaposition of a recommendation 
handed down a week ago, the Waterford Town 
Board this week flatly denied a proposed gravel 
extraction operation that has been the source of 
controversy within the community.
 Last week, the town Plan Commission largely 
favored a cursory review of a proposed mining 
operation at 33319 Hill Valley Road. While 
a formal vote was not tallied, commissioners 
attempted to offer the Town Board a 3-1 recom-
mendation of moving forward with the project.
 Because the proposal did not have a fourth 
“yes” from the seven-member appointed body, 
however, a formal vote was not recorded.
 While revisiting the issue this week, the 
five-person Town Board on June 8 made a clear, 
decisive decision to deny the plans to offer broth-
ers Dale and Greg Himebauch a conditional-use 
permit for the proposed mining operation at their 
property.
 The board based its denial on 11 separate 
points, many of which were raised a week ago 
when nearby residents aired concerns about the 
plans to commissioners.
 From an environmental and quality-of-life 
standpoint, the list of reasons behind the denial 
include the likelihood of increased truck traffic, 
the prospect of standing pond water from a nearby 
wetland and the ongoing presence of dust in the 
immediate area. 
 Other reasons behind the denial include the 
potential for nearby property values to decline and 
an assertion from town officials that the proposed 
mining site is not in keeping with the intended use 

for the property.
 The recent debate over the mining site has been 
a case of déjà vu for long-time town residents.
 Seventeen years ago, the Himebauchs came 
before the town with a similar request. A permit 
was initially issued in 1998, but the town reversed 
course in 2002 as the land sat idle and a litany of 
concerns — including noise, increased traffic and 
impact on the rural character of the area — were 
raised at the time.
 Many of those same concerns bubbled back to 
the surface during the recent review. While there 
was some support at the recent Plan Commission 
meeting for the potential economic growth in the 
town, most of the recent speakers have opposed 
to the plans.
 The 11 bullet points came at the recommen-
dation of Town Attorney Michael Dubis, who 
reminded town officials of the 2002 suit the 
Himebauchs filed against the town.
 “Whatever we say, we need to say it with 
specificity,” Dubis said.
 With the Town Board’s swift denial of the 
conditional-use permit, there are no further plans 
to discuss the proposed revisiting of the mining 
site. 
 Had the board approved the permit, it would 
have been one in a series of lengthy steps before 
any construction work would have taken place.
 Editor’s Note: A corrected version to last 
week’s Waterford Post story on this topic was 
posted to our website at www.myracinecounty.
com.
 The correct vote in the Plan Commission was 
3-1 in favor of the gravel pit, but the vote needed 
four affirmatives to pass.

Union grove 
Elementary 
School 
recently held 
its “ride 
your Bike 
to School” 
day. Above: 
a handful 
of students 
arrive at 
school. At left: 
Brandon Carls 
and Bryce 
Burns show 
off their rides.

sUbmitteD PhOtOs 
Westine report

Ride safe 
UG students take 
their bikes to school
By Rumasa Noor
staff wRiteR
 Outdoor activities in the 
summer provide a way for 
kids to have fun and get some 
exercise at the same time, but 
knowing about the safety rules 
when doing outdoor activities is 
also significant. 
 To teach kids about safety 
rules when riding their bikes, 
Union Grove Elementary School 
organized a “Ride Your Bike to 
School” day and a bike rodeo on 
June 2. 
 “Students and parents met at 
School Yard Park and rode their 
bikes to school with an escort by 
Deputy Friendly,” Administrative 
Assistant Tracey Kiser said in an 
email. 
 Tim Graves of the Racine 
County Sheriff’s Department 
acted as the Deputy Friendly at 
the event.
 “A lot of kids sometimes 
don’t wear a helmet, and in our 
community in Union Grove, a lot 
of kids do ride their bikes, so we 
want to make sure that they have 
all the information they need to 
be as safe as possible on those 
bikes and we encourage them to 
wear their helmets,” Stevenson 
said.
 Union Grove Elementary 
School also invited Kansasville, 
Raymond and Yorkville schools 
to participate in this activity, but 
only Yorkville was able to make 
it, said Kiser. 
 The school has been hosting 
bike rodeo for the past two years, 
with the support of Union Grove 
Kiwanis Club, she said. They 
used to organize bike rodeos over 
the weekends in the past, but this 
year they decided to organize 
them on a school day.
 “[With] the bike rodeo, we 

liFestYle

sPOrts

sheriff recognizes community members 
By Rumasa Noor
staff wRiteR
 On March 22, the village of 
Union Grove was shaken up after a 
fugitive kidnapped a female and later 
exchanged gunfire with the deputy in 
the Piggly Wiggly parking lot. After 
a 27-hour manhunt, the police was 
able to locate him but he decided to 
take his own life.
 While the authorities were trying 
to find Stantavious Sillas, 20, the 
community of Union Grove came in 
support of the law enforcement.
 From sending tips to cooperating 
with the police during the manhunt, 
Union Grove businesses and resi-

dents provided a big help to the law 
enforcement. 
 And to recognize their efforts, 
Racine County Sheriff Christopher 
Schmaling presented the individuals 
with the awards during Union Grove 
Village Board meeting on Monday, 
June 8 at 6 p.m.
 “Recently we have responded to 
probably the worst call for service 
that law enforcement could ever 
respond to, that is an officer involved 
shooting,” Schmaling said. “The 
positive thing that has come out of 
this is the community partnerships 
that we have created.”
 Sillas reportedly threatened to 

shoot himself with a handgun he 
had in his possession when he saw 
the police arriving, according to 
the Sheriff’s Office. Citizen tips led 
to locating him after the incidents 
March 23. Officers attempted crisis 
intervention measures to prevent 
Sillas from harming himself, but their 
efforts failed.
 Sillas shot himself once in the 
head, according to Sgt. Eric Relich 
of the Mount Pleasant Police Depart-
ment.
 Sillas was then rushed to Whea-
ton Franciscan Hospital and later 
transported to Froedtert Memorial 
Hospital in Wauwatosa.

 Sillas died around 6 p.m. March 23 
at Froedtert from his gunshot wound, 
said Relich.
 Sillas was being sought by police 
after kidnapping a woman acquain-
tance from the parking lot of Lakev-
iew NeuroRehabilitation Center near 
Waterford, then later firing his gun at 
sheriff’s deputies searching for him 
in the Piggly Wiggly shopping center 
in Union Grove.
 Sheriff was also grateful to the 
Village President Mike Aimone, 
who came out at 11 p.m. at night 
and allowed the deputies to use the 

See ride Safe, Page 3

See recognized, Page 3
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OBITUARIES:  The following local death notice can be found inside:
 • LOIS C. FRITSCH

– Page 4

MOVIE NIGHTS: The Big Foot Recreation District is kicking off its summer movie series “Movie Under the Stars” at 8:30 p.m. on June 13 on Fontana Beach. Concessions are available at the movie nights and admission is $1. The recreation district will hold additional “Movie Under the Stars” nights on June 27, July 11, July 18, Aug. 1 and Aug. 18. For more information, contact the recreation district at (262) 275-2117.

BIG FOOT BIKE RIDE: The McHenry County Bicycle Club is inviting people to join them on a 27-32 mile bike ride on June 13 with a stop at the Coffee Cup in Sharon. The ride kicks off at 8:30 a.m. in Devils Lane Park in Walworth. Helmets are required. For more information, contact the Big Foot Recreation District at (262) 275-2117.

GET MOVING: St. Benedict Catholic Church will be hosting Get Moving St. Benedict’s Walk at 9 a.m. on June 13, beginning at the church, 137 Dewey Ave., Fontana. The walk will wind through Fontana past Fontana’s landmarks and include a stop at the Fontana Farm Market. For more information, contact the church at (262) 275-2480.3-D SHOOT: Big Foot Archers are hosting their annual 3-D Shoot June 20-21 at the archery club, N960 Hillside Rd., Lake Geneva. For more information, email Roe Ellis at roeellis@yahoo.com, call the club at (262) 275-3889 or visit bigfootarchers.com.
KITE WORKSHOP: The Big Foot Recreation District is hosting a kite workshop for students in first through eighth grade at 10 a.m. on June 19. During the workshop, participants will learn how to build their own kite and take it for a test run. All materials are provided in the $10 cost and participants can take their kites home. For more information or to register, visit bigfootrecreation.org.

BUSINESS

FARMING LIFE: Area farm breakfast hosts to show-case a dairy industry in transition. – Section 2
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KELLEN OLSHEFSKI Walworth/Fontana/Williams Bay Times

 Jamie and Kim Krueger share the story of how they lost their 

son to a heroin overdose during the May 27 heroin summit put on 

by the Walworth County District Attorney’s Office. The summit was 

videotaped in its entirety and the district attorney’s office plans to 

release it via social media.

By Kellen OlshefskiEDITOR
 After trying heroin once at a par-ty when he was 19 years old, Cody Krueger became withdrawn and lost many of his friends, his mom told people gathered at Delavan-Darien High School on May 27. “It was all downhill from that night,” said Kim Krueger. “Cody was addicted. It took one time for that boy to get addicted.” Two years later, Kim Krueger found her son dead in his bed at the age of 21.

 Krueger and her husband, Jamie, of Lake Geneva, were among the speakers at the Walworth County District Attorney’s Office’s heroin summit May 27 at D-DHS. The panel included families of heroin-overdose victims, recovering users, police officers and District At-torney Dan Neccia. Necci said heroin has become a “scourge” upon the community, ne-cessitating the difficult conversations the panel had. He said heroin is no longer re-served for drop-outs and rock stars but has found its way into urban ar-eas, rich and poor neighborhoods and schools.
 “Although the predominant user is a white male, age 21 to 35, heroin and opiate addiction crosses all geo-graphic, age-related and socioeco-nomic lines,” he said. Necci said at least 26 percent of new users switch to heroin from the recreational use of controlled pre-scription opiates. “This problem exists in our com-munity, and it’s not visible. We don’t have a bad part of town,” he said. “What we have are addicts right down the street from you and I and even if we don’t directly feel the im-

pact, we feel it as a community in other ways.
 “Opiate addiction affects children through neglect, psychologically and by placing them in dangerous situa-tions. It affects our bottom line as we as a community are forced to support addicts indefinitely through various public assistance programs and costs. Or God forbid, become the victims of addiction-related crimes, like bur-glaries.”

 Necci said the community must confront the problem through a three-pronged approach – informing the community, enforcement and treatment.
 “This is a fight we can win, a fight we must win and a fight we must en-gage in together,” he said. 

A tale of loss Kim Krueger said she and her hus-band noticed a deep depression come over Cody and soon large amounts of money began to disappear from their bank accounts, wallets and purses. “Anything he could do to steal money to get heroin is what he did,” she said.
 Kim Krueger said their son was up front about his heroin addiction and they tried many different ap-proaches – including counseling, an-ti-addiction medicine, inpatient reha-bilitation and more – none of which worked.

 “He told us everything,” she said. “Believe me, we tried everything to help him and nothing would work.” On Aug. 1, 2011, after about two years of attempting to turn Cody Krueger away from heroin, the 21-year-old was dead. “I assure you, it’s something you never want to experience,” she said. “Cody meant the world to me. He was a big part of my life. Now that 

part is gone.” She said the couple has now ad-opted a little boy who came from heroin-addicted parents after foster-ing him for two years and is trying to help people who have been affected by heroin addiction. Jamie Krueger, who admitted to being an alcoholic, said after Cody Krueger’s death, he decided he’d go out and get drunk again. “It’ll take care of that problem,” he said. “It sure did. I ended up in jail again.”
 Jamie Krueger said he misses his son dearly and while they’re foster-ing children and it might “fill the empty hole, but it doesn’t replace what you’ve lost.”

Recovering from heroin Cole McDonald, of Elkhorn, said he began using drugs at the age of 18 after his mother’s death begin-ning with marijuana, working his way up through cocaine and pre-scription pills and then using heroin. “Anything I could get my hands on to numb the pain, I’d get,” he said. 
 Knowing he could get 10 times more heroin for the same price he’d pay for oxycontin, he said he switched and soon began to rob from everyone and anyone to sup-port his addiction. Working for his father’s business, McDonald said he 

Families, addicts talk about effects of heroinDistrict attorney presents summit to educate community on dangers of the drug

 Clockwise from upper left: Big Foot High School graduates cel-

ebrate amongst a sea of confetti, streamers and balloons after 

principal Mike Hinske formally presents the Big Foot High School 

Class of 2015 on June 7; Nicolas Klesmith, valedictorian, presents 

the Graduate Address at the Big Foot High School Commence-

ment. Klesmith’s speech was humorous, but also had some se-

rious moments, noting students should strive toward the greater 

good; Randall Robaczewski is presented with his honor cord by 

Marie Severing, a retiring high school teacher; after receiving his 

diploma from Gretchen McCarthy, Board of Education Clerk, Will 

Huerth flashes a smile and his diploma to the audience. 
Photos by PENNY GRUETZMACHER Walworth/Fontana/Williams Bay Times

Congratulations 
TO THE CLASS OF 2015

See HEROIN SUMMIT, Page 4
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DAUGHTER…FOR FATHER: 
Jessica Harris (left) donat-
ed a kidney to her father, 
Dr. Dennis Vincent … and 
the school she works for 
stepped up, too. – Pages 6-7

STORY TIME IN GC: The 
Genoa City Public Library 
will have its final story time of 
the season from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Friday. The weekly program 
will resume in September. On 
Monday, the library will have 
Lego Night at 4 p.m. School-
aged children are invited to 
build with Legos at the library 
on the first Monday of every 
month. For more information, 
call (262) 279-6188 or visit 
www.genoacity.lib.wi.us.

PARK WORKDAY SET: The 
Walworth County Department 
of Public Works and Friends of 
White River Park will sponsor 
a volunteer work day at White 
River County Park from 8 a.m. 
to noon June 6.
 The park is at the 
intersection of Sheridan 
Springs and Short roads in 
Lyons Township.
 Projects planned for the 
day include: Building a stone 
retaining wall near the barn; 
removing a fence line south 
of the barn; sealing picnic 
benches; seeding or improving 
worn trail areas; and general 
trail maintenance.
 People who wish to 
help should contact Jennie 
Swanson at (262) 949-9260 or 
whiterivercountypark@gmail.
com.

CRAFTY KIDS: The Lake 
Geneva Public Library will 
offer Crafty Kids programs for 
children 3 to 8 years old. The 
programs will meet at 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays through July 14. The 
programs are sponsored by the 
Friends of the Lake Geneva 
Public Library.
 For more information, call 
(262) 249-5299 or visit www.
lakegeneva.lib.wi.us.

205655

Woman 
charged 
for selling 
drugs
She allegedly sold 
to police six times
 A status conference was sched-
uled for May 27 for a Lake Geneva 
woman who pleaded not guilty to 
selling heroin and suboxone strips 
in Lake Geneva.
 Lisa R. Riesterer, 40, pleaded 
not guilty May 20 to five counts 
of delivering heroin and delivering 
Schedule I, II or III non-narcotics.
 According to the criminal com-
plaint, police conducted controlled 
buys of heroin and suboxone strips 
from Riesterer at four Lake Geneva 
locations on six occasions in 2013 
and 2015.
 On Sept. 11, 2013, and Oct. 15, 
2013, Riesterer allegedly sold .4 
grams and .12 grams respectively 
of suspected heroin at 1122 Wells 
St.
 On Oct. 9, 2013, Riesterer al-
legedly sold .8 grams of suspected 
heroin at 910 Wells St.
 On Jan. 13, Riesterer allegedly 
sold three suboxone strips at her 
East Main Street apartment, and on 
Feb. 22, allegedly sold .77 grams 
of heroin at the same location.
 On Feb. 11, Riesterer allegedly 
sold .97 grams of suspected heroin 
at 112 S. Main St.
 Riesterer made her initial ap-
pearance in court May 8. She was 
ordered to post $2,500 cash bond 
and instructed not to consume or 
possess alcohol, illegal drugs or 
drug paraphernalia. 
 She appeared in court again with 
her attorney May 20 where she 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and requested a speedy 
trial. She was then bound over for 
trial on the charges.

Man charged with selling 
heroin in Town of Lyons
 A preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for May 22 for a 
Burlington man charged with sell-
ing heroin in the Town of Lyons.
 Michael S. Esau, 28, was 
charged May 8 in Walworth Coun-
ty Circuit Court with delivering 
heroin as a repeater.
 According to the criminal com-
plaint, the Walworth County Sher-
iff’s Office conducted a controlled 
buy of .45 grams of heroin from 
Esau at his Greenfield Drive res-
idence in the Town of Lyons on 
June 2.

Honored  
and encouraged

Arts Foundation 
presents awards to 
students at exhibit
 The Geneva Lake Arts Foundation had its 
annual Student Art Awards presentation at the 
opening reception of the exhibition on May 1 
at the foundation’s gallery at 647 Main Street 
in Lake Geneva. 
 Each year, art students representing three 
area high schools and participants in Geneva 
Lake Arts Foundation classes are asked 
to participate in an exhibition of student 
artwork, sponsored by the foundation, during 
May. The exhibit will be on display at the 

 Michael Mack 
(below), of Badger 
High School, 
won the Young 
Emerging Artist 
award for this oil 
painting, “Portrait 
of a Twin” (left). 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Genoa City Report

Michael Mack

SUBMITTED PHOTO Genoa City Report

 Kinzie Millar (left), of Big Foot High School, won the 
$750 Neal Heffernan Best of Show award for this char-
coal drawing, “Zebra” (right). See ARTS FOUNDATION, Page 3
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TOP 10 AT STATE: Sarah 

Ziolkowski competes in the 

1600 meter run at the WIAA 

State Track Meet last week-

end, finishing ninth. See 

how the other Whippets did 

inside along with season 

wraps for baseball, soccer. 

  
– Page 7

GARDEN WORKSHOP: 

The City of Whitewater will 

hold parking workshops at 8 

a.m. and 6:30 p.m. today at 

the Whitewater Municipal 

Building, 312 W. Whitewater 

St. Whitewater, in the 

community room. The focus 

of the study is to assess current 

and future parking needs 

in the downtown area and 

provide options for improving 

management.

BANQUET/AUCTION: 

The Whitewater Area Chamber 

of Commerce will host a 

banquet tonight at 841 Brew 

House, 841 E. Milwaukee 

St., featuring entertainment, 

food, games and live and silent 

auctions. The event is open to 

the public with cocktails and 

the silent auction beginning at 

5:30 p.m. and dinner 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Tickets are $17 per person 

or $125 for a table of eight. 

For more information call the 

chamber at (262) 473-4005.

KEEP IT CLEAN: 
Downtown Whitewater will 

host a cleanup event from 

8 to 10 a.m. Saturday. Meet 

near the Discover Whitewater 

building, 150 W. Main St. to 

get supplies needed and then 

help sweep and pick up trash. 

RSVP requested: contact Tami 

Brodnicki at (262) 473-2200 

or by email at director @

downtownwhitewater.com.

INNOVATIVE EVENT: 

The Whitewater University 

Technology Park Innovation 

Center, 1221 Innovation Dr., 

Whitewater, will hold an 

open house from 3 to 6 p.m., 

Thursday, June 25. Food 

and tours will be provided. 

Participating companies’ 

labs and offices will be 

open for public viewing, 

and staff will be on hand to 

answer questions. For more 

information visit www.

whitewatertechpark.org

GOLF FUNDRAISER: 

The University of Wisconsin-

Whitewater football team 

will hold its 28th annual 

Quarterback Club Golf Outing 

and Silent Auction Friday, 

June 19 at Koshkonong 

Mounds Country Club in Fort 

Atkinson. The cost is $110 

per person for 18 holes of 

golf with a cart, dinner buffet, 

prize drawings, beverages and 

a gift. For more information 

call (262) 472-1453 or email 

warhawkfootball@uww.edu 
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George Street project on back burner

Bids come in $200K 

higher than anticipated
By Dave Fidlin

CORRESPONDENT

 George Street, the seemingly un-

assuming residential corridor near 

Whitewater’s Armory building, 

has generated a significant amount 

of discussion in recent months as 

officials have reviewed plans to re-

construct roadway and install infra-

structure.

 The city’s plans, which were met 

with jeers by a group of impacted 

residents, spurred a discussion and 

policy change about special assess-

ments. The scope of work specif-

ic to George Street also has been 

pared down.

 Last week, the oft-discussed, 

storied capital project was met with 

yet another wrinkle: After solicit-

ing bids from two prospective con-

tractors, city officials learned the 

project was going to cost at least 

$200,000 more than anticipated.

 In last year’s budget delibera-

tions, the council earmarked $1.36 

million toward the George Street 

work. The city’s lowest bidder, Bur-

lington-based Reesman’s Excavat-

ing and Grading, provided a $1.59 

million quote.

 Because of the significant over-

age, the Common Council on June 

2 decided to scrap the George Street 

plans this year and revisit the proj-

ect early next year.

 Assistant City Manager Chris 

McDonell attributed several factors 

to the higher-than-anticipated costs.

 “Possible reasons for this dis-

crepancy include the project was 

bid relatively late in the construc-

tion season,” McDonell wrote in a 

memo. 
 “The project has tight constraints 

and limited access, which will slow 

down the speed of work.”

 At last week’s meeting, Mc-

Donell said a pivotal step in the 

planning process — obtaining a 

permit from the state Department 

of Natural Resources for a wetland 

permit — caused for the delay in 

seeking bidders. 

 City Manager Cameron Clapper 

echoed many of McDonell’s com-

ments during last week’s delibera-

tions. 
 “We’ve come a long way on this 

project,” Clapper said. “We real-

ly wanted to make this work this 

year.”
 By delaying the project a year, 

officials are hoping for a more com-

petitive bidding process. Based on a 

revised plan adopted by the council, 

city staffers will seek a fresh batch 

of bids at the beginning of 2016. 

 The goal, McDonell and Clapper 

said, is to have a larger pool of pro-

spective bidders and a competitive 

process that works more so in the 

city’s favor.

 “Whether it will be a lower price 

(from the bids received recently), 

no one can say,” McDonell said to 

the council. 

 McDonell said several maneu-

vers — including obtaining the 

DNR permit this year — were not a 

waste of resources. The permit has a 

three-year life span, meaning it can 

be applied next year when city offi-

cials plan to tackle the work.  

 Citing the deteriorating condi-

tions of the roadway along George 

Street, council member Stephanie 

Abbott said she would like the proj-

ect to remain a high priority.

 “I think we will have to budget 

for more next year,” Abbott said. 

“It seems unlikely it will go down a 

significant amount.”

 As part of the amended plan 

adopted by the council, the city is 

pushing ahead with a plan to recon-

struct portions of Pleasant Street. 

Although a separate project, work 

along Pleasant Street was bid in tan-

dem with the George Street work.

 City officials plan on seeking a 

fresh set of quotes for the Pleasant 

Street work as a solo project this 

year.

Area districts join forces against 

proposed education budget

By Tom Ganser

CORRESPONDENT

 In an unprecedented joint effort, 

leadership from 12 area school 

districts hosted a news conference 

last Friday in Milton to release an 

11-point statement sharing their 

collective concerns regarding pub-

lic school policy embedded in the 

Wisconsin legislators’ Joint Finance 

Committee (JFC) education budget 

currently under consideration for 

the 2015-17 biennium.

 Eleven district administrators 

were in attendance: Thomas John-

son, Beloit; Dennis McCarthy, Be-

loit-Turner; Randy Refsland, Clin-

ton Community; Dennis Pauli, Ed-

gerton; Jerry Roth, Evansville; Jeff 

Zaspel, Fort Atkinson; Karen Schul-

te, Janesville; Tim Schigur, Milton; 

Steve Bloom, Palmyra-Eagle; Eric 

Runez, Whitewater; and Dave Alex-

ander, Yorkville J2. Mark Worthing, 

Director of Business Services, rep-

resented the Cambridge District.

 Schigur, Roth and Runez read 

the press release followed by the 12 

district officials responding to ques-

tions from the audience.

 In response to the motivation for 

the current JFC proposal, McCarthy 

said, “I think it’s about political ide-

ology. I think it’s about a minority 

opinion trying to tell us what is best 

for education. And many of those 

people with that opinion aren’t ed-

ucators. They haven’t been a part of 

the system. They haven’t seen what 

it’s like to actually teach students, 

but because nationally things like 

this are happening, they think then 

that it should apply to Wisconsin, 

and we already have a great state, 

a state that’s outstanding in educa-

tion… These policies are based off 

of what’s happening in other states 

that quite frankly don’t compare to 

what we do here.

 “When Act 10 came in we were 

told obviously that the state was in 

a very difficult budget position so 

we were told as educators that in 

order to do your part we need to 

increase the WRS (Wisconsin Re-

tirement System) employee con-

tribution to retirement. We need to 

increase contributions to health care 

costs. We’ve done that. All of these 

districts have done that,” McCarthy 

said. “What we didn’t know is that 

we were doing it so we could create 

a funding system for a second edu-

cational system. That’s what’s hap-

pening.”
 Schulte responded to a question 

regarding the impact of funds ear-

marked for private school vouchers.

‘Public education is at a crossroads’

TOM GANSER Whitewater Register

 Eric Runez, Whitewater Unified School District Administrator, 

speaks at a joint press conference in Milton June 5 represented by 

12 area districts in response to the proposed state education budget.

Whitewater High School’s Class 

of 2015 steps into the future

By Tom Ganser

CORRESPONDENT

 On Sunday, 130 teenagers 

crossed a threshold from being 

Whitewater High School seniors 

to becoming WHS alumni during 

the Class of 2015 commencement 

program – in about the same 

amount of time it would takes to 

watch a couple episodes of “Big 

Bang Theory.”

 When Principal Doug 

Parker certified the Class of 

2015 as having met Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction 

and Whitewater Unified School 

District requirements for 

graduation June 7, they joined 

WHS alumni stretching back 128 

years to 1887, the year that Nellie 

Wright was the only graduate 

and the commencement speech 

highlighted “modern women 

taking their place in the world.”

 Following the processional of 

the graduates, accompanied by the 

WHS Band under the direction 

of Abigail Pulvermacher playing 

“Pomp and Circumstance/Star 

Wars” and the “Star-Spangled 

Banners” sung by the WHS Music 

Masters Ensemble directed by 

Karen Tordera, Amanda Herold 

welcomed the large crowd that 

filled the WHS gymnasium stands 

by comparing the four-year high 

school experience to running a 

race.
 “When the run became the 

most difficult, the encouragement 

and advice from our coaches in 

the classroom motivated us to 

do our best and keep working 

hard. During the race we realized 

we weren’t just running with 

competitors. We were also running 

with teammates with similar goals 

and interests and who wanted us to 

succeed,” Herold said.

 “We are now crossing the finish 

line. It has been a good race, and 

when you finish a race, you only 

remember the best parts,” she said. 

“Graduates, prepare for the next 

race. Use the important lessons 

you learned in high school. Run 

hard. Finish strong.”

 Hannah Sallmann introduced 

faculty speaker Tony Tautges who 

began by telling the audience he 

thought of commencement day as 

“Dandelion Seed Day.”

 “At the end of this ceremony 

we will hold the dandelion up 

and watch the seeds blow away to 

the four directions, never seeing 

most of them again,” Tautges 

said. “We’re confident that they 

will take and grow into beautiful 

flowers, but we don’t often find 

out. So stay in touch please.”

 A physics teacher for 28 years, 

Tautges offered the graduates 

a spot-on modification of Issac 

Neuton’s Three Laws of Physics as 

three “Laws of Life.”  

 Newton’s First Law of Motion 

states that an object at rest tends 

to stay at rest, and an object in 

motion tends to stay in motion.

 “This is not only true of objects 

but also of our minds. If our minds

‘Remain honest, work hard... pay attention’

TOM GANSER Whitewater Register

 Whitewater High School graduates Yvanna Strait (top on left) 

and Michelle Gantz get ready for Sunday’s graduation ceremony. 

A graduate’s mortarboard (above) displays an inspiring message.

See EDUCATION, Page 9

See CLASS OF 2015, Page 9
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safE and sound? Wa-terford baseball fought and scrapped in a playoff opener last week. But was it enough to knock off 10th-seeded Wil-mot? 
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WHaT’s IT WoRTH? The RAHS appraisal fair is Saturday, June 13, noon-3:30 p.m., at Rochester Municipal Bldg., 300 W. Spring St. Items are $5 each and guests are limited to 3. No stamps or military items will be appraised. Tickets available at door.
Details: 534-2071 Joni
KRauT MusIC fEsT: Kraut fest is June 18-21 at Mt. Pleasant-Caledonia Park, 9614 Northwestern Ave. (Hwy. K), Franksville. General admission is $8. The fest will highlight 30 bands. Thursday is bike night. Fest opens at 10:30 a.m. Saturday is fireworks. Details: (262) 898-7900, www.krautmusicfest.comoLYMPIC VEnTuRE: Little Olympics is Saturday, June 20, at 9 a.m., at Community Baptist Church, Hwy. D., Honey Creek, for ages 3-12. Kids can enjoy games galore and all kids receive ribbons/prizes. Events are free to participants. Lunch will be available. Six bikes will be given away. For details, call 534-3585.

JuLY 4 LInEuP: The July 4 events start with the 9 a.m. River City 5k run at Whitford Park. Registration for the kid’s bike parade starts at 9:30 a.m., which begins at 10:15. For details, visit the web oage www.waterford-wi.org.

dEaTHs: The following local obituaries can be found inside:
• robert b. aldrich, 81• robert d. bailey, 60• haZel Johnson-PaePke, 98  

– Page 5

RIsInG aBoVE: Water-ford High School senior Laura vacek defeats the challenges of cancer on the basketball court. – Page 11
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a clear ‘no’: Waterford denies gravel pit
By Dave Fidlin
corresPondent In a stark juxtaposition of a rec-ommendation handed down a week ago, the Waterford Town Board this week flatly denied a proposed gravel extraction operation that has been the source of controversy within the community.

 Last week, the town Plan Com-mission largely favored a cursory review of a proposed mining oper-ation at 33319 Hill Valley Road. While a formal vote was not tallied, commissioners attempted to offer the Town Board a 3-1 recommendation of moving forward with the project. Because the proposal did not have a fourth “yes” from the seven-mem-

ber appointed body, however, a formal vote was not recorded. While revisiting the issue this week, the five-person Town Board on June 8 made a clear, decisive decision to deny the plans to offer brothers Dale and Greg Himebauch a condi-tional-use permit for the proposed mining operation at their property. The board based its denial on 11 separate points, many of which were raised a week ago when nearby resi-dents aired concerns about the plans to commissioners. From an environmental and qual-ity-of-life standpoint, the list of reasons behind the denial include the likelihood of increased truck traffic, the prospect of standing pond water 

from a nearby wetland and the ongo-ing presence of dust in the immediate area. 
 Other reasons behind the denial include the potential for nearby prop-erty values to decline and an assertion from town officials that the proposed mining site is not in keeping with the intended use for the property. The recent debate over the mining site has been a case of déjà vu for long-time town residents. Seventeen years ago, the Hime-bauchs came before the town with a similar request. A permit was initially issued in 1998, but the town reversed course in 2002 as the land sat idle and a litany of concerns — including noise, increased traffic and impact on 

the rural character of the area — were raised at the time. Many of those same concerns bubbled back to the surface during the recent review. While there was some support at the recent Plan Com-mission meeting for the potential economic growth in the town, most of the recent speakers have opposed to the plans.
 The 11 bullet points came at the recommendation of Town Attorney Michael Dubis, who reminded town officials of the 2002 suit the Hime-bauchs filed against the town. “Whatever we say, we need to say it with specificity,” Dubis said.

Heaven isn’t any such 
thing in Yorkville incident Numerous arrests were made June 7 in an 

incident at Homerun Heaven in Yorkville.
 The sports center/event venue was hosting 
a rodeo and concert when the Racine County 
Communications Center received a complaint 
of loud music at about 5:30 p.m., according 
to a Racine County Sheriff’s Department 
release.
 Deputies responded and spoke with 
management about the loud music, and it was 
determined that the facility had a permit.
 However, the communications center 
received another call at 7:30 p.m. The caller 
stated that a man had assaulted a security 
guard at the center. When deputies arrived, they learned there 
were multiple fights in progress. Ten Racine 
County Sheriff’s squads, four Mount Pleasant 
police squads, two Sturtevant police squads 
and one Wisconsin State trooper responded to 
maintain order. Two private security guards were injured, 
with one taken to the hospital by rescue 
personnel. No law enforcement personnel 
were injured, and five patrons were arrested 
and taken to the Racine County Jail. About an hour after the second call, the 
communications center received a report of a 
rollover crash on northbound I-94. The State 
Patrol handed the accident, and a preliminary 
investigation showed the crash involved 
patrons from the event. Authorities said they believe alcohol was a 
contributing factor in the accident.

A done deal: Village, Town reach policing agreementBy Dave Fidlin
corresPondent After several months of negotiating, weighing 
pros and cons and collecting data, elected officials 
in the Village and Town of Waterford are moving 
forward with a plan that calls on the town to pro-
vide police resources to the village, beginning in 
January.
 Motions taken by the Town and Village boards 
June 8 set the plan in motion and unwind a long-
standing arrangement that has entailed the Racine 
County Sheriff’s Department providing exclusive 
public safety to the village. Because of their roles on the Racine County 
Board, top elected leaders in both municipalities 
— Village President Tom Roanhouse and Town 
Chairman Tom Hincz — did not deliberate or cast 
votes at this week’s meetings. The Town Board voted, 4-0, in favor of the con-
tractual relationship, while the Village Board gave 
a slightly more mixed 4-2 vote. On the village end, 
trustees Jerry Filut, Don Houston, Ron Kluth and 
Tamara Pollnow gave “yes” votes, while trustees 
Tom Christensen and Stephan Denman were 
against the proposal. When both boards approved the agreement, 
it came with the caveat Village Attorney Marcy 
Hasenstab and Town Attorney Michael Dubis 
would make a few wordsmithing changes.
 But the substantial nuts and bolts of the five-
year agreement have been set in motion. Some of 
the highlights encapsulated within the document 
include:
 • A preliminary plan by Police Chief Tom 
Ditscheit to promote four current part-time offi-
cers within the town’s force to full-time status to 

accommodate the additional need for staffing
 • A clause stating one of the two municipalities 
needs to provide one year’s notice if the agreement 
is to terminate before the end of the five-year 
period
 • A series of start-up expenses will be borne 
by the village, including purchasing a new squad, 
additional service weapons, Taser guns and uni-
forms
 • If needed, both municipalities will jointly pay 
a binding arbitrator in the event a dispute arises 
from the agreement Because of the fluid nature of the change, 
officials have been reluctant to stick to a concrete 
dollar amount, though Ditscheit at a special Vil-
lage Board meeting on June 5 asserted the village 
would pay the town, on average, $509,012 for the 
arrangement. That dollar figure, however, comes with a 
number of caveats and unknowns, including the 
level of experience of each officer hired to patrol 
the village and the outcome of the next police 
union contract. The current agreement expires 
midway through the town-village agreement.
 Hasenstab cautioned the Village Board to be 
flexible as details come down the pipe. “There’s always going to be a settle-up at the 
end of each year,” Hasenstab said. “We won’t 
know until then how much exactly this is going 
to cost.”
 Throughout the debate, village officials have 
expressed mixed reaction to contacting with the 
town.
 “I don’t like being pushed into things, and this 
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Music series 
signals the 
start of summerFree concerts set in Burlington, Waterford For Burlington and Waterford, summer doesn’t truly arrive until the music plays. Burlington’s “B-Town Sounds” starts today, while Waterford’s River Rhythms started last week. The two concert series run every other week, on alternating weeks. All concerts are on Thursdays, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Burlington and from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in Waterford, and are free to the public. The Burlington location is Echo Park, while Village Hall Park plays host in Waterford. The concerts this summer are: • June 11, Burlington, Joe Jor-dan’s; a soul and reggae review • June 18, Waterford, Back to Maryland; R&B and Motown • June 25, Burlington, Copper Box; blues, pop, rock • July 2, Waterford, Cold Sweat and the Brew City Horns; 8-piece show band

 • July 9, Burlington, Saturday June Band; rock, classic rock and Indie music
 • July 16, Waterford, The Rush Tribute Project, classic rock • July 23, Burlington, Blues Dis-ciples; blues

 • July 30, Waterford, Jackie Brown Band; original and rock covers • Aug. 6, Burlington, Geoff Landon; country • Aug. 13, Waterford, Swing Nou-veau; big band era music • Aug. 20, Burlington, Primitive Culture; funk and blues • Aug. 27, Waterford, Steely Dane; Steely Dan tribute • Sept. 3, Burlington, Glenn Davis and the Blues Commission

See gravel pit, page 3

See agreement, page 3

Photos courtesy lisa dukowitZ Waterford PostTime to celebrate! Waterford Union High School’s Class of 2015 
held its commencement ceremony Sunday. 
top: Students let their caps fly in celebration. 
At left: Madison Lindeman speaks as valedic-
torian. Above: Principal dan Foster offers a few 
final words of advice.
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Going, going … gone
 A red sky at night is a sailor’s delight, as the old saying goes and it was accurate the morning 
after this spectacular sunset on Lake Beulah last weekend. With autumn just around the corner, 
area residents are trying to get the most out of the fi nal days of summer by spending time on the 
lake.

One dead 
in crash on 
Highway ES
 A 48-year-old Waukesha man 
died in a motorcycle crash on 
Highway ES in Troy Township Sat-
urday morning.
 According to a press release 
from the Walworth County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce, Walworth County 
Sheriff’s Deputies and fi re and 
rescue units responded to report of 
a motorcycle crash at about 2:30 
a.m. Saturday on Highway ES, just 
west of Kadad Lane, in Troy Town-
ship.  
 According to the release, the 
initial investigation reveals Ver-
non Shaner II, 48, from Waukesha, 
was traveling westbound on and 
had just passed a pickup truck on 
his 1987 Harley Davidson motor-
cycle. The motorcycle entered the 
curve and left the roadway, slid on 
the grass and crashed into a power 
pole, the release said.  
 Shaner suffered critical injuries 
as a result of the crash and while 
rescue efforts were administered 
by both police and rescue per-
sonnel, Shaner was transported 
to Waukesha Memorial Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead.
 The crash remains under inves-
tigation by the Walworth County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce Crash Reconstruc-
tion Team.  
 The Walworth County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce was assisted by the Village 
of East Troy Police Department as 
well as Fire and Rescue Services 
from East Troy, Troy Center, and 
Mukwonago.
 Shaner, also known as “Reese” 
or “Old Man” Shaner, was known 
for opening Waukesha Mixed Mar-
tial Arts and was an Evolution 
Fighting Champion, a Gladiators 
Heavyweight Champion and the 
number one heavyweight champi-
on in Wisconsin.
 Shaner is survived by his daugh-
ter Amanda Shaner, of Altus, Okla., 
and stepdaughters, Shannon (Paul) 
Wasielewski, of Elkhorn, and An-
nette (Mark) Rhode, of East Troy. He 
is also survived by six grandchildren.
 Visitation is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. Friday at Fox River 
Christian Church, S46 W24130 
Lawnsdale Rd., Waukesha, with a 
7 p.m. service to follow. See Page 
2 for his full obituary.
 His sister Merinda “Mendy” 
Theesfeld has set up a Go Fund Me 
account to help with the costs of Sha-
ner's death.

Still debating the fate of 
Chester Byrnes
By Tracy Ouellette
EDITOR
 The East Troy School Board got 
into another discussion about the 
fate of Chester Byrnes at Monday 
night’s meeting.
 Board member Mike Zei said he 
wanted to keep the building a “civic 
campus” and community members 
had been in contact with him about 
it. 
 The discussion was a contin-
uation of the topic from the Aug. 
10 meeting when district Business 
Manager Kathy Zwirgzdas updated 
the board on the search for a com-
mercial real estate agent to help sell 
the building. Zwirgzdas had sent 
out several proposals to area agents 
without much response by the Aug. 
10 meeting.

 The board directed her to contact 
a few more commercial agents and 
look into possibly having an ap-
praisal done on Byrnes and Doubek 
Elementary School. She came back 
to the board this week after con-
tacting four more agents and an ap-
praiser.
 Zwirgzdas said the appraiser 
didn’t seem to want to give an ap-
praisal on Byrnes, but told her, her 
opinion that the “building wasn’t 
worth much” was probably accu-
rate.
 Zwirgzdas also sent out four 
more proposals to four more com-
mercial real estate agents over the 
past two weeks after board Presi-
dent Ted Zess and board member 
Steve Lambrechts both gave her a 
few more names of agents to con-

tact. She told the board she had re-
ceived a better response from the 
new agents she’d contacted, but as 
of Monday, none of them had com-
pleted their proposals for the dis-
trict.
 The sticking point Monday night 
between the board members came 
when Zei said he “wasn’t interest-
ed in selling” Byrnes and wanted to 
form a committee to decide the fate 
of the building.
 Lambrechts reminded Zei that 
the referendum passed by the vot-
ers in April stated the district would 
either sell the building or, if that 
didn’t happen, demolish it.
 “This is bigger than the fi ve of 
us,” board member Dawn Buch-

To hire or 
not to hire?
Village Board meeting gets heated 
By Dave Fidlin
CORRESPONDENT
 The heavy lifting into the Village 
of East Troy’s municipal budget is 
about to begin. As a prelude to the 
time-honored ritual, offi cials this 
week backed a proposal to seek 
applicants for a position within the 
Public Works Department.
 The Village Board on Aug. 24 
voted, 5-2, in favor of adding the 
position of collection systems oper-
ator to the municipal payroll, likely 
in 2016. The exact dollar amount for 
the position was not set in stone, but 
offi cials gave conceptual approval 
to move forward with the plan.
 In a memo to the board, Mike 
Miller, director of public works and 
utilities, gave several bullet points 
for a job description.
 “(The) primary function is to 
maintain the sanitary sewer collec-
tion system and all lift stations … 
in conjunction with assistance in 
developing and making a recom-
mendation for 5-year capital im-
provement plans, in relation to the 
collection system,” Miller wrote in 
the memo.

 During a spirited debate, the 
board members wrangled over 
some of the specifi cs with the po-
sition. The pros and cons associated 
with bringing the position in-house, 
rather than seeking contractors, was 
tossed around. 
 Other details – including a sal-
ary range and whether the position 
should be full- or part-time – were 
also subject to debate, though most 
of the board favored hiring a person 
on a part-time basis.
 Trustee Ann Zess, who voted

“ 

This is a huge 
decision this village 
has to make, and 
we’re doing this 
on behalf of the 
taxpayers.”

– Village Trustee
 Ann Zess

See VILLAGE BOARD, Page 4 See BYRNES, Page 4
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 Above: Gov. Scott Walker, a 
Delavan native, walks behind 
the counter at McDonald’s in 
Delavan on Sunday with ABC’s 
David Muir, of “World News 
Tonight.” “World News Tonight” 
filmed a profile about Walker, 
who is making a bid for the 
Republican nominee in the 2016 
presidential race. Walker worked 
at the Delavan McDonald’s when 
he was a teenager.
  At left: Walker talks with a 
customer at McDonald’s.
 Below: Muir gets in line at 
McDonald’s to order lunch.

Photos by MICHAEL S. HOEY 
Delavan Enterprise

 Black Point Estate will present 
“Veranda Views: A Geneva Lake 
Chautauqua” from 4:39 to 8 p.m. 
Fridays from July 17 through Aug. 
14.
 Boats will depart from the Rivera 

Black Point presentation has Delavan ties
Dock at 812 Wrigley Drive in Lake 
Geneva and travel to Black Point 
Estate on the shore of Geneva Lake.
 Cost ranges from $40 to $60 per 
event and includes a cruise, pro-
gram and first-floor tour of the es-
tate.
 The Chautauqua movement was 
a popular U.S. movement in adult 
education that flourished during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The original Chautauqua Institute 
was founded in western New York 
in 1874 and still operates today. At 
first entirely religious in nature, the 
program was gradually broadened 
to include general education, recre-
ation and the arts. 
 The Chautauqua movement 
spread across the nation during the 
1890s and early 20th century. Lo-
cally, the Delavan Lake Assembly 
Association held a Chautauqua at 
the Delavan Assembly grounds. 
The Delavan program was offered 
between 1898 and 1913. 
 The estate will feature programs 
about music, decorative arts, liter-
ature, archeology, history and vin-
tage gardens. 
 “We wanted to bring back this 

type of programing to the region 
and felt that a 1880s summer ‘cot-
tage’ is the prefect venue,” said 
Dave Desimone, the estate’s direc-
tor. 
 The lineup for the program’s in-
augural season is as follows: 
 • July 17 – Underwater Archeol-
ogy with Tamara Thomsen. More 
than 750 ships have been lost in 
Wisconsin waters. Maritime ar-

chaeologist Tamara Thomsen will 
discuss some of her favorites, in-
cluding two boats at the bottom of 
Geneva Lake;
 • July 24 – The Delights of the 
Vintage Garden with Lee Somer-
ville. Guests will take virtual stroll 
around public and private gardens 
in Wisconsin with landscape his-

See BLACK POINT, Back Page 

World news

By Michael S. Hoey
CORRESPONDENT
 The Delavan-Darien School 
Board discussed updates to its health 
curriculum Monday but took no 
vote. The updates will likely be dis-
cussed and possibly approved Aug. 
10.
 Director of Pupil Services and 
Special Education Sara Halberg 
presented an update on a grant the 
district received last year to prevent 
HIV and sexually transmitted diseas-
es. The district received $7,000 and 
can receive funds for two additional 
years based on the high rate of STDs 
in Walworth County. 
 Halberg said one requirement of 
the grant is that an advisory coun-
cil be formed for health curriculum. 
Once a council was formed, it dis-
covered the curriculum has not been 
updated in several years, Halberg 
said. The council agreed upon sever-
al updates it would like to see imple-
mented for the 2015-16 school year.
 One of the areas that will receive 
updates is the human growth and de-
velopment unit in seventh- through 
ninth-grades. Halberg said the con-
cepts have been taught have not 
changed in years. The presentation 
of those concepts will be updated. 
She also said some of the updates 
will better align the course to state 
standards. Halberg said the course 
does not promote anything, it only 
informs.
 The board discussed parent opt-
out options for parents who are not 
comfortable with their children be-
ing exposed to the curriculum. Board 
member Chad Kort said he thinks the 
material is needed but he wants to be 
respectful of parents who are not 
comfortable with it. Board member 
Jim Hanson said he absolutely sees 
the need for it but the district needs 
to have parents on board.
 Superintendent Robert Crist said 
school districts are obligated to pro-
vide the curriculum and statistics 
show children are sexually active at 
very young ages. 

 “Kids have to understand how 
reproduction works,” he said. “Trust 
me, they are talking about it.”
 The board came to a consensus on 
requiring active consent in seventh 
and eighth grades, meaning students 
cannot take the unit unless they have 
parent consent. In ninth grade the 
board agreed to use passive consent, 
or allow students to take the unit un-
less a parent has told the district not 
to. Halberg said information will be 
shared about the consent options and 
the curriculum often and several op-
portunities will be given to provide 
or decline the consent. 

Curriculum director
 Newly hired Director of Cur-
riculum and Instruction Deborah 
Erdmann made a short report to the 
board. She said started July 1 and is 
impressed by how much collabora-
tion is done among the administra-
tion. 
 Erdmann said her main goal in 
her first year is to see every teacher 
in the district teach. She said that is 
a lofty goal but she said she owes 
it to teachers to try to get it done 
before instituting any major curric-
ulum changes. 
 Kort asked what other goals she 
has. Erdmann said teachers have 
access to much data but could use 
more training on how to use it. 
She also wants to empower staff 
to differentiate more so that every 
student at any level receives their 
optimal challenge. Lastly, Erdmann 
said she wants teachers to become 
even more aware than they already 
are about the Common Core curric-
ulum.
 
Board seat still vacant
 The board has not received any 
letters of interest in filling the seat 
that has been vacant since the res-
ignation of Vanessa Anaya on June 
2. The seat represents the City of 
Delavan. Anyone interested in fill-
ing the vacancy should send a letter 
to the district.

District considers 
updating sex 
education courses
Schools implement grant to prevent STDs

 Entrances to Walworth County 
government buildings along County 
Road NN will be temporarily closed 
during construction on the road.
 Payne & Dolan, the project con-
tractor, will close entrances to gov-
ernment buildings on the north side 
of Highway NN at various times 
and dates over the next couple of 
weeks, according to the county 
Public Works Department.
 The closures will affect the sher-
iff’s office, courthouse and nursing 
home and are expected to occur 
through this week.
 During this period, access to the 

county facilities will be maintained 
at all times, however, individual en-
trances or parts of these entrances 
might be temporarily closed. Traffic 
will be directed to alternate entranc-
es in such cases.
 Anyone who needs to visit gov-
ernment buildings during this peri-
od, should allow sufficient time to 
get to their scheduled appointments 
and be cognizant of any signage and 
barricades. Any questions should be 
directed to Kevin Brunner, director 
of central services at (262) 741-
3104 or kbrunner@co.walworth.
wi.us.

Entrances to county lots to be closed
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THANKS GUYS: Jacob 

duffy (left) and Paul stark, 

seniors on the Palmyra-

Eagle high school golf team 

helped the team have a suc-

cessful season. read about 

it and see more sports.
– Pages 6, 9

HIT THE BEACH: The 

Lower Spring Lake Beach in 

Palmyra will be open June 11 

through Aug. 15. Lifeguards 

will be on duty from noon 

to 6 p.m., Monday through 

Saturday and 2 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday. A daily pass is $1.50; 

season passes are available for 

$15 per person and $35 for a 

family up to five people and 

are available at the beach and 

at the Village Clerk’s office, 

100 W. Taft St., Palmyra.

WorTH rEPEATING:
Confidence comes 

not from always being 

right, but from not 

fearing to be wrong.”

– Peter McIntyre

TrAIL MEETING: The 

Walworth-Jefferson County 

Chapter, Ice Age Trail Alliance 

will meet at 7 p.m., Tuesday, 

June 16 at the U.S. Bank, 

Elkhorn. The all-volunteer 

chapter works to build and 

promote the 1000-mile trail, 

with particular focus on the 

Southern Kettle Moraine.  

Meetings are open to all 

and many feature speakers. 

Hikes and other outings are 

scheduled every month. For 

more information contact 

Andy Whitney, coordinator: 

(262) 949-0286. 

SHoP THE MArKET: 
The Mukwonago Farmers’ 

Market is open Wednesdays 

from 2 to 6 p.m. at Field 

Park, Highways 83 and NN. 

Featured items include: locally 

grown produce, jams, jellies, 

honey, soap, canned and baked 

goods and fresh flowers. 

The market is open through 

Wednesday, Oct. 14.

CoUNTY LEGIoN: The 

Jefferson County American 

Legion will hold its next 

meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, 

June 18 at the Fort Atkinson 

Legion Hall. All county 

Legionnaires are welcome.

oBITUArY: The following 

obituary appears inside:

• ErIK P. HAAK, 33

  
–  Page 5
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Young ‘weed warriors’ take to the trail
Approximately 1,500 pounds of invasive species removed

By Heather Ruenz

EDItOr

 As of early this week, prior to the 

third weed-pulling event held Tues-

day night, approximately 1,500 lbs. 

of garlic mustard and dames rocket 

weeds had been removed from the 

Eagle Nature Trail, thanks in large 

part to the efforts of Eagle Elemen-

tary School students.

 On June 2, students and staff from 

the school took part in Southeast 

Wisconsin’s official Garlic Mustard 

Pull-a-Thon along the portion of the 

trail located on school property. The 

June 2 event was ongoing through-

out the day, allowing classes to par-

ticipate when it was most convenient 

for them.

 Jean Weedman, who chairs the 

Eagle Nature Trail, said this was in 

line with the trail group’s goals.

 “These little weed warriors are 

part of the trail group’s effort to cre-

ate land stewards by bringing aware-

ness to the children of the kinds of 

activities they can accomplish to 

help our natural world,” Weedman 

said.
  The event was a big success, ac-

cording to Weedman, with a total of 

32, 33-gallon. garbage bags filled 

with weeds. In addition to the EES 

students and staff pulling weeds on 

school property, a team of Univer-

sity of Wisconsin college students 

worked at the pond, boardwalk and 

woods areas with Jerry Ziegler, Land 

Steward for Southeast Wisconsin 

with The Nature Conservancy.

 “Of the 32 bags, 17 were pulled 

by the Eagle Elementary School 

students and teachers while 15 were 

pulled by the adults in the morning,” 

Weedman said. “These are full size 

33 gallon bags which are filled to 

the top--barely closing and our trail/

school event was one of only two in 

the Waukesha area.”

 The total number of bags col-

lected, broken down by teacher are: 

Gunst (4K) – two bags; Whitney (6th 

grade) – 10 bags; Blaedow (second 

grade) and Mueller (third grade) 

combined total of five bags.

 Weedman said the kids were 

“awesome! The power of young, 

strong children.”

 A second event was held the 

morning of June 6 with adult volun-

teers stepping in and pulling weeds. 

That day 18 more bags were filled, 

bringing the total prior to Tuesday 

night’s event to 50.

 “Since SEWISC counts each 

33-gallon full bag as approximate-

ly 30 lbs., we are at approximately 

1,500 lbs. of garlic mustard and 

dames rocket pulled from the trail,” 

Weedman said earlier this week.  

Mixed 
emotions
 Palmyra-Eagle high 

school graduates 

(above) show mixed 

emotions during 

sunday’s commencement 

ceremony at the school. 

Following her speech to 

classmates, stephanie 

craven (left) takes 

advantage of the view 

from the stage to create a 

memory of the moment.
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HEAD STRONG: Burling-ton senior Madi Ibarra helped make sure the Demons finished the con-ference season strong.
–  Back Page

Standard Press

DEATHS: The following local obituaries can be found inside:
• LEON F. BUSCH, 85• ELFIE R. CHRISTIANSEN, 91• REV. DR. KATHLEEN F.   CONNOR, 80• WILLIAM D. GIRARD, 67• MAUREEN E. McGOWAN, 78• CONNIE J. RASMUSSEN, 75• GARY M. VINZ, 61  

– Page 5

For generations we’ve enjoyed a special relationship with our 
customers and the communities we serve.  Experience the difference 

our personal, local and long-term commitment can make. 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1903

207229

SPORTS

St. Charles to host June Jubilee The St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Parish will host its June Jubilee and Auction Saturday at 5 p.m. Dinner will be from 5 to 7 p.m., with the choice of a pork sandwich or tostada. Carryout orders, as well as indoor and outdoor seating, will be available, weather permitting. Tickets are $10 for adults, $9 for seniors, $7 for children 5-14 and children under 5 are free.
 A beer tent will also be available from 5 p.m. until closing, with music until 11 p.m. There will also be an online and a silent auction in the school’s activity center from 5 to 9 p.m., as well as class baskets and a 50/50 raffle drawing at 10 p.m.

GOLF FOR A CAUSE: On Saturday, the O’Brien family will mark the 10th anniversary of the golf outing done in the name of son Joey O’Brien – who died of leukemia in 2005 – at Browns Lake Golf Course in Burlington.  – Page 3
LOOKING BETTER: The Kenosha County Sheriff’s Department released an update on the animal abuse complaint on a Brighton farm late Tuesday, calling the current conditions a “huge improvement.”  – Page 3

RISING ABOVE: Water-ford High School senior Laura Vacek defeats the challenges of cancer on the basketball court. – Page 11

City to start over on poolPrioritizing city needs is first step, alderman say

By Jennifer EisenbartEDITOR
 Whether or not the City of Burlington wants – or needs – a community pool will likely take some more time to figure out. Taking the matter up in Tuesday night’s Committee of the Whole meeting, the Common Council gave city staff direction to go back to the various companies that submit-ted proposals to study and possibly build a new pool – minus Burbach Aquatics, who the city could not reach an agreeable contract with in April.

 The council, as well as audience members and representatives from the Community Pool Board, debat-

ed the issue for more than an hour Tuesday night. What the discussion invariably came back to? Whether or not the city wants to support the cost in-volved in renovating or replacing the current pool, and also whether the pool should have priority over other projects, such as a new City Hall or renovations to a library rap-idly outgrowing its current space. As Mayor Bob Miller said, there was “no clear direction” from the council after the last meeting – in April, which officially ended at-tempts to reach a contract with Bur-bach.
 The city could not reach an agree-ment with the company that would 

have allowed the city to step away if the study phase of the project in-dicated city residents did not want a new or renovated pool.  “We’re kind of in limbo now,” Miller said.
 But the idea of completing the first two phases of the original pro-posal – a study of the pool and what needed to be done, as well as draw-ing up a preliminary plan with costs – wasn’t the only matter needing to be addressed Tuesday. As the vari-ous aldermen pointed out, a refer-endum on whether or not to build a new pool – or renovate the old one – didn’t address the real question: the priority of the various projects the city is looking at in the next few 

years.
 Miller explained the City Hall and the library are, for all intents and purposes, functional at the mo-ment.

 “The pool is functional right now – barely,” Miller said. But Alderman Jon Schultz point-ed out that addressing the pool sit-uation might be putting the “cart before the horse.” “I don’t know if the pool’s on top” in terms of priorities for citi-zens. Alderman Tom Preusker also pointed out that a referendum to the community should also ask which items should get priority.

BASD budget in good shape, but trouble looms
District predicts large shortfall for 2016-17 budget

By Jennifer EisenbartEDITOR
 It’s a good news/bad news situa-tion for the Burlington Area School District when it comes to state aid and the annual budgeting process. Thanks to the state’s Joint Fi-nance Committee committing to putting the $150 per pupil aid back into the budget, BASD will be able to balance its 2015-16 budget with relative ease. However, after handing out what was referred to as “the pink slip” Monday night at the School Board Finance Committee meeting, it was clear that problems are looming on the horizon for the 2016-17 budget. In simple terms for BASD, the state aid situation means that, even if the district cuts an expected four 

positions due to declining enroll-ment and does not increase any sal-aries or benefits, there will still be a shortfall of about $72,000 between revenues and expenditures for the 2016-17 school year. “Thanks for that,” one board member commented. If the budget would move ahead with the planned salary increases for staff – a 1.25 percent increase plus step increases on the pay scale – and allowed for increases in both benefit costs (which are expected) and pur-chased services, that shortfall would rapidly expand to about $730,000. “There’s no revenue limit in-crease,” said BASD Business Man-ager Ruth Schenning. “The revenue limit is comprised of state aid and tax levy. Basically, that means no 

new money for the school district.” Superintendent Peter Smet said Tuesday the district is still looking at all the proposals the state is con-sidering.
 “It’s not 100 percent clear what will be passed,” Smet said. “A lot of the proposals are less than 1 percent increases over two years. “It’s hard to address inflation-ary increases with that kind of in-crease,” he added. “It’s extremely difficult and frustrating.” The state’s education budget cre-ated a firestorm of reaction in the past week. While the per-pupil state aid was reinstated in for this com-ing school year, there is no increase budgeted for 2016-17. With both Gov. Scott Walker and the Joint Finance Committee intent 

on expanding aid and purview for private charter schools, both sides stumped for their cause. “I am troubled that the Joint Fi-nance Committee spent its time and effort designing a plan that erodes the basic foundation of Wisconsin’s public school system,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers said in a press release. “If we want all stu-dents to achieve, we cannot contin-ue to ask our public schools to do more with less. “The eventual outcome of that exercise will be two systems of public schools: those in local com-munities that can afford to provide a quality education through referen-dum and those that cannot.”

Estimated cost of 
new Aurora facility 
now at $83 millionOfficials hold groundbreaking as work continuesBy Jennifer EisenbartEDITOR

 While work has already be-gun on the new Aurora Health Center in Burlington, the official groundbreaking didn’t happen until Wednesday morning. City officials and Aurora staff participated in a ceremonial ground-breaking at 709 Spring Valley Road for the $83 million outpatient surgery and medical building. The building sits on the edge of the city and just over the border into Walworth County. Lisa Just, the president of the Burlington/Walworth Aurora Health Care market, was excited before the event Wednesday. “We are excited to break ground on our new Aurora Health Center and continue the work we promised through our $100 million investment in western Racine and Walworth counties,” she said in a statement.  She added that the new center will “provide our patients with expanded access to the high-quality health care they have come to expect from Auro-ra.”
 In April, the City Council ap-proved the financing for water and sewer extension out to the site, as well as road construction, totaling about $1.7 million. A breakdown of the new facility: • According to the Aurora press release it is now estimated to cost $83 million. The main entrance will be on Spring Valley Road. • The Memorial Hospital of Burlington Community Foundation has pledged $1 million to the devel-opment of a cancer center at the site. • In addition to the cancer center, there will be an accredited breast care program, outpatient surgery, endos-copy, physical rehabilitation, imag-ing – including a woman’s imaging department for procedures such as mammograms – orthopedics and sports medicine, a pharmacy and lab services.

 • The building is expected to open in 2016.

Fly like 
an eagle
 Upper photo: Eric Beets (with clipboard) leads a group of youngsters out for a free airplane ride 

Sunday at the Young Eagles Rally at the Burlington airport. At right: James Senft (standing) helps Evan 
Lawson into his airplane for a ride. 
Above: one of the volunteer pilots for 
the event comes in for a landing. The 
rally provided free airplane rides for 
children ages 8 to 17.

Photos by JENNIFER EISENBART Standard Press
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RICHMOND, SPRING GROVE, JOHNSBURG & RINGWOOD
To subscribe call 262-728-3411

FASHIONS 
FOR MEN

SPORTS
CENTER

927 Main Street
Antioch, IL

847-395-6216 847-395-6212
931 Main Street

Antioch, IL

MEN’S SUITS
SALE $14988

to $59988

NOW $11988

to $47988

SPORTCOATS
SALE $9988 to $29988

NOW $7988 to $23988

FAMOUS BRAND 
SPORTSWEAR
Entire Inventory 

20%-60% OFF! Famous brands:
Adidas, Reebok, Rawlings, Wilson, 

New Balance, Glove, Etnie
Team Jerseys:

Blackhawks, Bears, Packers, 
Cubs, White Sox and many more

STORE
CLOSING

SALE

After 43 Years

EVERYTHING 
Will Be Sold!

By: Fusion, Zanetti, Mantoni, Austin 
Reed, Hart Schaffner and Marx and 

many more
208933

SELLING STARTS TODAY - 10:00 AM
Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5

Start Your Christmas Shopping Now!

NOW IN PROGRESS
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

20% OFF  LOWEST PRICE STOREWIDE*

AUTHENTIC JERSEYS 
  ORIGINAL $19999 

SALE $14999

NOW $11988

ORIGINAL SALE PRICES 
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

20% OFF*
*Does not include Blackhawks apparel

FOOTBALL & SOCCER CLEATS
Reg. $76.99 Sale $59.88

NOW $47.90

*Does Not Include Blackhawks Apparel

HOCKEY & FIGURE 
SKATES ON SALE NOW!

JUDE KAIDER Hi-Liter

Birthday serenade
  Antioch resident Michael Stefani, center, receives a birthday serenade from the barbershop quartet, The 
Chordmasters (from left), Elmer Sweet (tenor), Bernie Martin (bass), Jim Gieseler (baritone), and Doug Mc-
Connell (lead), during the Antioch Library Friends 30th Anniversary Picnic held at the Williams Park pavilion, 
741 Main St., Antioch, on Sunday. People gathered for a free picnic lunch, music, and games for children. The 
Library Friends, an organization staffed by volunteers, promotes community interest in the programs of the 
Antioch Public Library District. 

County adopts 
transport plan

It sets the course for the 
next five years

 The McHenry County 
Board on June 2 adopted 
the county’s five-year trans-
portation program that lasts 
through 2019. 
 The program features 
$261 million in total project 
expenditures, including: 
 
• $53 million for an inter-
change at Illinois Route 23 
and Interstate 90, as well as 
a south Marengo bypass and 
various County intersection 
improvements along Route 
23 as identified in the Coun-
ty’s 2040 Long Range Trans-
portation Plan.
 • $48 million for capacity 
and operational changes to 
Randall Road.
 • $27 million for roadway 
pavement maintenance.
 • $25 million to complete 
the Charles J. Miller Road 
widening project in FY2016.
 • $23 million for reha-
bilitating and replacing the 
County’s aging bridges.
 • $12 million for roadway 
safety improvements.
 
 The program is the fi-
nancial and planning tool 
required by state statute to 
inform the development of 
the annual budget consis-

tent with the county’s 2040 
Transportation Plan and the 
county’s strategic plan. 
 It contains a list of major 
improvements anticipated 
within five years, an esti-
mate of revenues which will 
become available during 
that period, and states the 
work the county intends to 
undertake with respect to 
planning, design, construc-
tion, maintenance and other 
related efforts. 
 The five-year program 
aims to implement the goals 
set in the 2040 Long Range 
Transportation Plan, which 
include mitigating con-
gestion, improving safety, 
promoting mobility for all, 
providing transportation 
choices, preserving the en-
vironment and linking trans-
portation and land use.
 The 2015-2019 Trans-
portation Program can be 
viewed and downloaded at 
the McHenry County Di-
vision of Transportation’s 
webpage.
 Those with questions 
should contact Scott Hen-
nings, the county’s principal 
transportation planner, at 
(815) 334-4985 or sahen-
nings@co.mchenry.il.us.
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